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Isolated traumatic aortic valve (TAV) perforation is a rare injury with a high mortality rate. Its diagnosis is often delayed and difficult to make due to the large, mobile valve and its frequent association with other injury sites. We report the case of a young female who was found to have a large, mobile, TAV perforation immediately after blunt trauma to her chest. Due to the large size and mobility of the
perforation, as well as the absence of associated cardiac injury, a diagnosis of TAV perforation could not be established on the initial cardiac catheterization. Instead, initially a TAV valvotomy was performed, which resulted in the death of the patient. At autopsy, the perforation was found to be on the left TAV leaflet and was missed at the time of the TAV valvotomy. We discuss the clinical and pathologic
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